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puted naval domination of the Black Sea. She had also long
wished to control the Straits and Constantinople. A first
step in this direction would be to secure a free passage for
her warships through the Bosphorus and the Dardanelles.
Izvolski had several times attempted to gain this but with-
out success.205 Italy's naval activity and closing of the
Dardanelles during the Tripolitan War again made Russia
acutely sensitive to the importance of the Straits Question.
She believed that her French ally could and ought to aid
the Russian fleet to retain its supremacy in the Black Sea,
by hindering the Austrian or Italian naval forces from
passing the Straits. In case of a European War this would
safeguard the left flank of the Russian army; this in turn
would be of advantage to the Triple Entente in the other
theatres of war. Russia also wished to be able to transfer
some of her Baltic fleet to augment her Black Sea fleet,
and to have a possible naval base in the Mediterranean.
This could be provided if the French would develop the
port of Bizerta in Northern Africa and allow the Russians
to use it. Such were some of the considerations which made
the Russians desire a closer naval agreement with France.
The French, on their part, were glad to meet all Russian
wishes as far as possible, in order to strengthen the solidar-
ity of action between the two countries.206
The Franco-Russian Military Convention of 1894 con-
tained nothing concerning the cooperation of the navies of
the two countries. This was owing to the relatively late
establishment of Naval Staffs as distinct from the Army
Staffs, the French Naval Staff not being formed until 1902,
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